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PHILA PROGRAMME LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY  

PHILA PROGRAMME 

Throughout 1999 Phila continued to priorities the production of accessible, easy to read policy brief. Originally five 

pieces of health legislation had been earmarked for public release by the National Department of Health. 

Towards the end of 1999, PHILA also produced its first edition of the policy Review.  

Between August and November 1999, PHILA also undertook a series of familiarization/profile raising meetings 

with provincial standing committees on Health in the Northern Province, Northern Cape, Mpumalanga, Kwazulu-

Natal, Free State, North West, Gauteng and Western Cape. 

THE BELOW LISTED SUMMARY BRIEFS AND LEGISLATION UPDATES WERE COMPLETED DURING 1999 

▪ Amendments to the regulations relating to communicable Diseases and the Notification of Medical 

conditions 

▪ Draft Developmental Welfare Governance Bill, 1999] 

▪ Pharmacy Amendment Bill; No 51 

▪ Municipal Structure Act of 1998 

▪ Amendments to the Municipal Structure Act of 1998 

▪ Promotion of Access to Information Bill 

▪ Promotion of Administrative Justice Bill 

▪ Promotion of Equality and Prohibition of unfair Discrimination Bill 

▪ Mental Health Care Bill 

HEALTH RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Network embarked on the third phase of implementing the Health Rights Chapter to establish a workable 

process of ensuring the concept of health charter at facility level, coining the term facility based charter to 

describe this idea. At the inception of the process NPPHCN’s provincial managers engaged Health Systems Trust’s 

ISDS facilitator in the eight provinces that were operational. 

During the period up to May 1999 intensive work towards establishing facility based charters in the seven 

provinces was undertaken. Four provinces managed to develop facility-based charters at seven sites. 

  

FREE STATE Hlanganani District – QwaQwa 

  Kopanong District – Welkom 

GAUTENG Evaton Main Clinic – Vaal 

KWAZULU NATAL Emnambithi District – Lady Smith 

   Mtshezi/UKhahlamba District – Bergville/ Escort 

MPUMALANGA  Mzinti Clinic – Thonga 

   Phiva Clinic – Shongwe 

NORTHERN PROVINCE Helegraz District – Tzaneen 

NORTH WEST  Taung District Taung 

   Odi District – Garankuwa 



Kwazulu natal was the first to officially launch a regional charter in Thukela The successful launch took place on 

August 24 in Mnambithi/Ladysmith. 

MEDIA CAMPAIGN 

From July 1999 three-month media campaign to raise awareness about the gains made by the Network around 

the Health Rights Charter was embarked upon. 

THE HEALTH CHILD COMPETITION 

In celebration of the Health Child and raising awareness of health issues among primary school children in the 

country Child, the National progressive primary health care network (NPPHCN) in association with the NELSON 

MANDELA Children’s fund (NMCF), embarked on a nationwide primary school posters drawing, story, song and 

poem writing competition funded by the Henry Kaiser Family Foundation (HKFF) 

NPPHCN CENTRE FOR LEARNING  

GOALS FOR 1999 AND PROGRESS TOWARDS THEIR ACHIEVEMENT 

Goal 1 

During the period a total of 170 community health committee members have been trained in the metro Politian 

region, Southern Cape/ Karroo and West Coast/Wine land regions. This include the basic and ongoing training 

modules. 

 

Goal 2 

A successful CHW conference was organized, attended by 250 CHWs from 11 projects, department of health 

officials, deputy mayor of Cape Town and Health System Trust. 

A pre-election Town hall meeting to elicit the views of political parties regarding community-based health care 

was attended by 137 people and 5 political party representative. 

Meetings to strengthen the relationship between KZNPPHC and regional directors in the Southern Cape and West 

Coast were held at least twice in the year. 

Goal 3 

28 Coordinators, trainers and staff attended an Executive Development course. 

The CHWs curriculum outcomes were presented and used at the national ancillary health sector standards 

generating workshop. 

100 CHWs from 6 projects attended a forum focusing on the advocacy role of CHWs. 61 people from 4 projects 

attended workshops on Health Promotion, the National Qualification Framework, English speaking Skills and 

Racism. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES ACHIEVED 

Centre for learning completed a contract assisting the National Department of Health to develop framework for 

definition and policy on community Based Health Care. 

A total of 35 people in the Kalahari Region of Northern Cape were trained as part of a capacity development 

programme for local Government Councilors in conjunction with initiative for Sub-District Support and Health 

Systems Trust. 

ORGANISATION DEVELOPMENT 



The Centre has been involved with the rest of the European Union, joint Venture Partners in the Development of 

the strategic plan for the partnership. 

After extensive discussions and consultation with staff, management committee members, provincial executive 

members and general membership of NKZNPPHCN, the organization was registered as a Section 21 Company 

during September under the name PPHC Centre for learning. During this time the provincial executive committee 

of NPPHCN Western Cape Training Centre were dissolved. A new board of directors and a board of members has 

been established, to govern the PPHC Centre for learning. 

NPPHCN ACTIVITIES IN THE FREE STATE 

HIV/AIDS 

PROGRAMMES 

From July 1999 to January 2000 Free State was implementing the Youth Speak out Break the Silence programme 

which was funded by the Department of Health. 

PPHCN Free State also held successful door to door campaign, culmination on World Aid Day. 

During the year Free State office was part of the Regional HIV/ AIDS conference to be held in Durban in July 2000 

Deputy Chairperson Mr. Stumo Phakoe Died in July, may his soul rest in peace. 

NPPHCN ACTIVITIES IN THE KWAZULU-NATAL 

DISTRICT HEALTH SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 

Most activities in this area have been around facilitating the information of Health Forums and Health Committees 

in the Durban Metro area. 

Lower Tugela District finalized District Community Health Committee training in October and came up with a plan 

of action for the following year as a result. 

Mt Currie District felt that they needed to re-orientate health care providers around the whole issue of community 

involvement before they could start forming health committees. 

NETWORKING 

HIV / AIDS 

Two workshops were organized by South/Central Local Council to develop a strategy to deal with HIV/AIDS and 

look at the role that can be played by Councilors and NGOs. 

PPHCN KZN are also participating in the local community structure programme in preparation for the AIDS 2000 

international Conference. 

WOMENS DAY 

KZN Representatives attended a women’s day celebration in Thukela Region organized by the Department of 

Health and local communities and gave speech at that function. 

INANDA CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

The organization was approached by the association to assist with the developing a strategy to coordinate health 

service on their community. 

Bergville Child Survival project 



This project, funded by UNICEF and USAID, had a second evaluation in October and KZN office participated in this 

process. 

COMMONWEALTH WORKSHOP 

The network in KZN participated in one workshop that was organized by the University of Natal or private/public 

partnerships. 

FUNDING 

A three-year agreement has been signed with the Department of Health and they will be contracting various 

projects to PPHC and our partners in the collaborative Group, The Valley Trust. KZN PPHC will be responsible for 

recruitment, deployment, training and supervision of community health worker. PPHC will be responsible for 10 

districts and TVT for 9 districts.    

NPPHCN ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTH – WEST 

THA FACILITATION OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT SOCIAL WELFARE IN THE 

NORTH WEST PROVINCE 

The North West Department of Health and Development Social Welfare approached the Health System Trust (HST) 

to establish a consortium to undertake the facilitation of community involvement in the province. The Center for 

Health and Social Studies (CHESS) and NPPHCN agreed to undertake the work with HST. 

NPPHCN collaborated with the province in the initial launch and awareness phase of the campaign that took place 

in May 1999. It also undertook a five-day governance and development workshop for facilitation personnel 

immediately preceding the training of community structures. Thereafter, training of District Committee Teams 

commenced with the two remaining partners providing support for training. The training was conducted over 

eight one-day sessions per month in each region, over the grant period. 

The NPPHCN Province Coordinator ensured consistency in the different region and liaised with the provincial Doh 

person and communication structure on an ongoing basis. ALL logistic support was also provided by NPPHCN. 

NPPHCN ALLIANCES & PARTNERSHIP 

The network has to become increasingly active in the community responsiveness programmes training due to date 

we have facilitated training in Mpumalanga, North province and the North West province. 

Some of the Health Rights are Human Rights Campaign Comic Strips developed for the third phase, have been 

successfully published through, HOSPERSA’S publication. This material has been used by a number of community 

Health Departments Schools. 

In collaboration with AMREF SA we have presented a networking workshop to CBOs and NGOs in the northern 

part of Kwazulu Natal. 

We have continue to work closely with SANGOCO and remain the Health sector Representatives. 

PEOPLE WHO WERE INVOLVED 



 



 



 



 

 

 


